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RALEIGH STILL RATES
NO. 1 FOR BUSINESS

Amid all the doom and eco-
nomic gloom, Forbes.com of-
fers a ray of hope.

In its 11th annual ranking of
the Best Places for Business
and Careers, it ranks the Ra-
leigh metropolitan area No.
1 for the third straight year.
This region is
bolstered by
strong job
growth (both
past and proj-
‘ected), low
business costs
and a highly educated
work force. The Durham area
wasn’t far behind at No. 3,
just after Fort Collins, Colo.

The report quotes Matthew
Martin, economist at-the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Rich-
mond: “Raleigh is holding up
better than any place in North
Carolina.”

Forbes.com does throw a bit
.of cold water on the rave re-
view, pointing out that the re-
cession “is too deep and wide-
spread for even our best-rated

, cities to escape damage.”

But it adds that places
ranked at the top will lead the
way as things do turn around.




